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Welcome to the Mississippi Writers Page Newsletter for
August 15-21, 2003
In this issue:
This week in Mississippi Literary History
News about Mississippi Writers
New books by Mississippi writers
Author events: readings, book signings, and appearances
Announcements: News briefs, conferences, calls for papers, and reader announcements
On the horizon: events coming up in the weeks and months ahead
THIS WEEK in MISSISSIPPI LITERARY HISTORY
The following events all happened during this week in Mississippi history.
Year:
1873: Katherine McDowell, best known for works published under the name Sherwood Bonner,
left her husband Edward to earn her own way after it became clear he could not support her or her
daughter, Lilian. (Aug. 20)
1904: Economist Rudolph Coper was born in Berlin, Germany. (Aug. 20)
1915: Psychologist Ray F. Koonce was born in Grenada, Mississippi. (Aug. 15)
1923: Fiction writer Martha Lacy Hall was born in Magnolia, Mississippi. (Aug. 19)
1925: William Faulkner published “Home” and “Episode,” both in the New Orleans TimesPicayune. (Aug. 16)
1934: English professor Calvin S. Brown married Irene M. Hughes. (Aug. 18)
1935: Playwright and screenwriter Mart Crowley was born in Vicksburg, Mississippi. (Aug. 21)
1949: The Golden Apples by Eudora Welty was published by Harcourt, Brace. (Aug. 18)
1951: English professor Donald R. Dickson was born in Biloxi, Mississippi. (Aug. 19)
1951: Writer and photographer Birney Imes was born in Columbus, Mississippi. (Aug. 21)
1954: William Faulkner’s daughter Jill married Paul D. Summers, Jr., in Oxford, Mississippi.
(Aug. 21)
1970: Writer Patrick Creevy married Susan O’Connor. (Aug. 15)
1974: Novelist Larry Brown married Mary Annie Coleman. (Aug. 17)
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NEWS about MISSISSIPPI WRITERS

Do you have a news item about a Mississippi writer? Please send your information to
mwp@olemiss.edu.
NEW BOOKS by Mississippi Writers
Robert G. Clark’s Journey to the House: A Black Politician’s Story
By Will D. Campbell
University Press of Mississippi (Hardcover, $22.00, ISBN: 1578065267)
Publication date: March 2003
Description from the publisher:

The story of a black man's unprecedented rise to power and political prominence in the formerly
segregationist state of Mississippi
This biographical profile written by one of the South’s most notable authors traces the life of
Robert George Clark (b. 1928) from his Jim Crow boyhood in Ebenezer, Mississippi, through his
notable career as the first black Mississippian since Reconstruction to be elected to the state house
of representatives.
In this compelling book Will D. Campbell fuses Clark’s family history with his political career
and tells of Clark’s struggle with segregationists, his powerful influence in the passing of the
state's 1982 Education Reform Bill, and the continued influence of his work on Mississippi
politics and culture.
Based on interviews, research, and primary sources, Campbell’s book is an evocative, fascinating,
and elegantly written portrait of a man who shaped and is shaping the culture of contemporary
Mississippi.
In details of Clark’s days as a student at Jackson State University, Campbell’s narrative depicts
Clark both as a strong individual and as a symbol of African American civil rights activism. As he
follows Clark’s progress as a politician, educator, and civil rights advocate, he showcases a history
of race relations and racial politics in Mississippi during the state's most turbulent era. In this
steamy cauldron, however, Campbell never loses sight of Clark’s singular life and notable
accomplishments. Clark continues today as a sitting member of the Mississippi House of
Representatives.
Robert G. Clark’s Journey to the House unites one of Mississippi’s foremost citizens of the
twentieth century and one of the state’s most notable literary voices. During the civil rights
struggle the lives of Clark and Campbell were in interplay. This striking book, a valuable addition
to the ever-growing documentary literature of the civil rights movement, shows that their lives and
philosophies continue to converge.
Will D. Campbell, among the most diligent white Southerners campaigning for social justice in the
civil rights era, is the author of such prize-winning books as Brother to a Dragonfly, Providence,
and The Glad River. He has been profiled in Rolling Stone, Life, Esquire, and The Progressive.
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Sonny Montgomery: The Veteran’s Champion
By G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery with Michael B. Ballard and Craig S. Piper
University Press of Mississippi (Hardcover, $25.00, ISBN: 1578065542)
Publication date: May 2003
Description from the publisher:

The autobiography of the Mississippi Congressman who spearheaded the drive for the revamped
G.I. Bill.
Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1966, Democrat G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery
represented Mississippi’s Third District in Congress for fifteen terms, serving under seven
presidents. Sonny Montgomery: The Veteran’s Champion, his autobiography, renders a very
personal history of nearly forty years in public life.
Advocacy for veterans, the lodestar of his career, came from personal experience and conviction.
In 1945, he helped capture a German machine gun nest and earned the Bronze Star Medal for
Valor. With self-effacing humility he recalls World War II and his return to duty in Korea.
Among many accomplishments, he ranks one as his most outstanding. He rallied the votes to pass
the bill named for him, The Montgomery G.I. Bill (HR 1657), which overhauled the original 1947
legislation by extending benefits to thousands of soldiers in the nation’s all-volunteer service.
Chairing the select committee on POWs and MIAs, he and investigators determined whether
Vietnam, Cambodia, and other theaters of war were holding American servicemen captive.
Montgomery comments on the Presidents he worked with and knew personally—the erratic
Richard Nixon, the affable Gerald Ford, the stern Jimmy Carter, and the congenial George H. W.
Bush.
During Ronald Reagan’s presidency, Montgomery became a charter member of the “Boll
Weevils,” a coterie of southern and other Democrats. He discloses how the group was formed and
how and why its members broke party lines to support a Republican President’s legislative
agenda.
Now a senior statesman known affectionately on Capitol Hill as “Mr. Veteran,” Montgomery
reflects on both his political and personal life, his friendships with Senator John C. Stennis and
other powerful figures, and his varied political accomplishments. Sonny Montgomery: The
Veteran’s Champion is a fulfilling story of a Mississippi hero invigorated by life in public service.
G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery lives in Meridian, Mississippi, and Washington, D.C., where he is
still an active veterans’ advocate.
Michael B. Ballard, coordinator of the Congressional and Political Research Center at Mississippi
State University, has published Pemberton: The General Who Lost Vicksburg and Civil War
Mississippi: A Guide (both from University Press of Mississippi).
Craig S. Piper is an archivist at the Congressional and Political Research Center at Mississippi
State University.
Mississippi: A Documentary History
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Edited by Bradley G. Bond
University Press of Mississippi (Hardcover, $45.00, ISBN: 1578065410)
Publication date: June 2003
Description from the publisher:

The unfolding story of the Magnolia State as told in this striking collection of its historical
documents.
In America’s collective imagination, Mississippi, a state that aptly may be described as the most
southern place in America, is often deemed a sinister, forbidding landscape. While popular
conceptions of other states are evoked by rosy likenesses chosen by promoters of tourism, the
mere word Mississippi too often conjures thoughts of brutality, repression, and backwardness. To
many outsiders, Mississippi’s controversial history continues to resonate in the present.
By allowing divergent historical voices to describe their understanding of events as they were
unfolding, this new book of narrative history supports, emends, and even complicates such a
vision of Mississippi’s past and present. The only book ever to present Mississippi’s story in a
chronological documentary fashion, it includes a wide variety of public records, newspaper
articles, academic papers, correspondence, ordinances, constitutional amendments, journal entries,
and other documents.
Collected and placed together, they compose a narrative that reveals the state in all its great
diversity of peoples and terrains—free and slave; rich, poor, and middling; coastal, hill country,
Delta; black, white, and Native American.
Several chapters, particularly those on antebellum Mississippi and Reconstruction, represent
recent scholarly views and correct lingering misconceptions of those years. The editor and
compiler has written an introduction to each section and has placed the documents in an
appropriate historical context that makes them accessible to students, scholars, archivists,
librarians, and lay readers alike.
Although many of these documents are well known, many also have never been seen since their
inception. In juxtaposition they offer a striking portrait. The parts and the whole alike show that
Mississippi remains ever controversial, ever puzzling, ever fascinating.
Bradley G. Bond is an associate professor of history at the University of Southern Mississippi. He
is the author of Political Culture in the 19th-Century South.

AUTHOR EVENTS: Book Signings, Readings, and Appearances
September 4: Square Books, Oxford, Mississippi, 5 p.m.
Dr. Ann Fisher-Wirth, University of Mississippi professor of English, will read from her collection
of poems entitled Blue Window. For more information, visit www.squarebooks.com.
September 16: Square Books, Oxford, Mississippi
Larry Brown signs and reads from his unusual, new novel, The Rabbit Factory. For more
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information, visit www.squarebooks.com.
If you know of upcoming literary events by or about Mississippi writers, please let us know by
writing us at mwp@olemiss.edu.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Send your Mississippi writer-related announcements to mwp@olemiss.edu.
ON THE HORIZON
The following events are planned for the coming weeks and months. You may wish to begin
planning now to attend or participate.
October 16, 2003
Elmore Leonard, author of more than 30 novels (including Bandits, Get Shorty, and Tishomingo
Blues), numerous film and television productions, essays and commentaries, will read and talk
about his career. For more information on Leonard, visit www.elmoreleonard.com/. Elmore
Leonard’s new book, When the Women Come Out to Dance, is to be published in November 2003.
Johnson Commons Ballroom, The University of Mississippi, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the John and
Renee Grisham Visiting Writers Series and the Department of English at the University of
Mississippi.
February 12, 2004
Reading and lecture by Richard Ford. Johnson Commons Ballroom, The University of
Mississippi, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the John and Renee Grisham Visiting Writers Series and the
Department of English at the University of Mississippi.
If you know of additional news items for this newsletter or if you have suggestions, please write us
at mwp@olemiss.edu.
For more information about events in the Oxford and University of Mississippi community, see
the Ole Miss Community Calendar:
www.olemiss.edu/calendar/
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